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STATEMENT

"O0n April 29, 1944 I, 2nd Lt. Herbert E. Fritts, ASN 0-1634776,
was flying a scheduled combat mission. Capt. THOMAS F. NEAL was
leading Falcon Red Flight. I was Capt. NEAL's wingman."

"We had followed the Greup in te the rendevous po’nt and had
spread to our respective slides ol the Bombers. Falcon Squadron was
flying to the right of the Ecmbsrs. At about 1045 Capt. NEAL started
a gentle pesl-off from 22,000 and started inte a dive. I heard Capt.
NEAL say "Falcon Red Flivdt. they are 190's. Let's go get them boys."
We jettisoned our fuel tanks and deve after 4 F.W. 150's. I was in-
dicating about 450 to 500 MPH. At about 10,000 ft. twa 180's on the
flanks broke away and there were two left in front of us. We followed
them through a split "S" and headed straight down. We were approximate-
ly 30 miles south west of Berlin at the time. At 5000 ft. there were
cumulus sbout 5/10 coverage. I followed Capt. NEAL to the cloud base
and started te pull out of the dive. I blacked out on the pull out &and
when I came to I was goling up at about a 30 degree angle and my alti-
meter read 4000 ft. I was still below the cleouds and looked around
hurriedly and thought I saw two ships going up inte the cleuds but am
not sure. I went through the clouds and saw nothing. I went back down
below the clouds and still saw nothing. I gave Capt. NEAL a call at
about 5000 ft., did not recleve and answer, circled the area to see if
perhaps he had dived into the ground but saw nothing. I went above the
clouds azain and made another call, still no answer. I came back belew
the clouds and ave another call. Still I recieved no answsr., All ef
this time I remained around the area I had last seen Capt. NEAL. I
came above the clouds agaln and called Lt. Wright who was "glcon Red
Three. He spotted me and I told him te give baluon Red Leader a call
because he was at 16,000 and I was climbing off the deck. Lt. Wright
recleved no answer. We continued to cell Capt. NEAL frequently for
about an hour but still recleved no answer."

%mg (4%)

HERBERT . FRITTS,
U=-1634776
2nd Lt. AC.

Corr=
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T T T T
CONFIDENTIAL
FLYING CONTROL OFFICE
AAF STATION F-122
APO NO. 637 % .
’30 APRIL 1SLL

SUBJECT: MISSING AlRCREW REPORT = CAPTAIN NEAL.

T0 : COMMANDING OFFI@ER, 355TH FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
STATION F-122, APO 637.

1. ON APRIL 29, 194k, AT 0843 HOURS, CAPTAIN NEAL
PILOTING AIRCRAFT WR-J, TOOK OFF FROM THIS FIELD ON AN
OPERATIONAL MISSION WITH THE 354TH FIGHTER SQUADRON., HIS
CALL SIGN WAS FALCON 62.

2. CAPTAIN NEAL WAS FLYING NUMBER THREE PBSITION
IN RED FLIGHT.

3, THIS OFFICE HAD NO R/T CONTACT WITH CAPTAIN
NEAL DURING THE FLIGHT.

l,.. WHEN CAPTAIN NEAL FAILED TO RETURN TO THIS BASE
WITH THE 354TH FIGHTER SQUADRON, THIS OFFICE IMMEDIATELY
NOT'FIED COMBAT OPERATIONS.

5. EVERY ZFFORT WAS MADE TO CONTACT CAPTAIN NEAL
ON CHANNELS "a", "B", "C", AND "D".

.
« RUSH,

CAPTAIN, AIR CORPS,
SENIOR FLYING CONTROL OFFICER.
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